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January,  1996 


To  The  Citizens  of  Massachusetts: 
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Education  is  the  key  not  only  to  our  children's  future,  but  also  to  the  future  of  our  state,  it  opens  the  doors  to  a  good  job 
and  economic  security.  As  the  state's  chief  law  enforcement  officer,  I  believe  a  good  education  is  also  the  best  deterrent 
to  crime  and  violence.  Unfortunately,  our  children  cannot  learn  if  they  do  not  feel  safe  in  our  schools. 

Last  fall,  I  co-sponsored  the  Safe  Schools  Act  with  Senator  David  Magnani  of  Framingham  and  Representative  Shirley 
Owens-Hicks  of  Mattapan.  This  legislation  will  make  our  schools  safer  places  to  learn,  allowing  students  and  teachers  to 
focus  on  the  quality  of  education.  The  safe  schools  package  sends  a  tough  but  simple  message:  We  will  have  zero 
tolerance  for  violence  and  the  threat  of  violence  in  our  schools.  If  a  student  comes  to  school  to  deal  drugs,  or  assault  a 
teacher  or  fellow  student,  the  response  will  be  swift  and  severe.  However,  if  a  student  comes  to  school  to  learn,  we  will  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  help  him  or  her  reach  their  full  potential. 


Yet,  violence  can  have  a  stifling  effect  on  more  than  just  our  schools. 
Violent  crime  and  the  fear  of  that  crime,  if  not  stopped,  can  paralyze 
entire  communities.  Toward  that  end,  my  administration  has  consis- 
tently recognized  the  need  for  collaborative  efforts  that  stem  the  flow 
of  crime  and  violence  into  our  urban  neighborhoods.  Through  such 
programs  as  the  Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  (SNI),  my  office  works 
with  local  law  enforcement,  elected  officials,  community  residents  and 
business  leaders  to  create  a  coordinated  approach  to  saving  troubled 
neighborhoods.  The  success  of  such  an  approach  can  be  seen  in  the 
decrease  of  many  violent  crimes  in  the  original  Dorchester  SNI,  the 
expansion  and  replication  of  the  initiative  into  other  communities,  and 
the  fact  that  over  400  people  attended  this  office's  SNI  conference  last 
fall  to  learn  more  about  the  Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative. 

Now  is  the  time,  as  we  welcome  the  new  year,  to  also  welcome  new 
initiatives  such  as  community  policing,  peer  mediation,  and  the  Safe 
Schools  Act  Violence  prevention  efforts  such  as  these  are  the  promise 
for  the  future  of  our  urban  centers.  Let  me  also  take  this  opportunity  to 
wish  you  a  safe,  happy  and  healthy  1 994 

Sincere!) 


Inside  This  Issue... 

AG  Supports  Forfeiture  of  Illegal  Drug  Proceeds 

7 

Charleston  Drug  Sweep 

9 

Community  Policing  Update 

4 

Dedication  to  SHI  Prosecutor  Paul  McLaughlin 

2 

Domestic  Violence  Police  Training 

10 

Framingham  High  School  Highlight 

2 

Harvard  Violence  Prevention  Luncheon  Series 

2 

Property  Forfeiture  Sought  in  Drug  Case 

9 

Safe  neighborhood  Initiative  Conference 

3 

Safe  neighborhood  Initiative  Update 

3 

Safe  Schools  Act 

S 

SCORE  Conference 

8 

SCORE  Peer  Mediation  Graduations 

8 

Violence  Prevention  Community  Grant  Recipient* 

6 

cott  Harshbarger 


,£fficej3fthe_Attomey_Ge^  One  Ashburton  Place  Boston,  MA      ♦       02108-1697 


JANUARY,  1996 


Paul  McLaughlin: 
Embodied  the  Spirit 
ofSNI 

Under  the  stewardship  of  the  late  Paul 
McLaughlin  and  others  in  the  Attorney 
General's  and  Suffolk  District 
Attorney's  offices,  the  Safe  Neighbor- 
hood Initiative  has  taken  off  as  a 
model  for  violence  prevention  and 
neighborhood  revitalization.  Since  its 
inception  in  1993,  the  SNI  neighbor- 
hood has  seen  a  reduction  in  violence, 
an  increase  in  business  restoration 
and  a  residential  revival. 

Paul  McLaughlin's  untimely  death  has 
affected  us  all;  his  family,  friends  and 
co-workers  as  well  as  those  who  are 
part  of  the  SNI.  Yet,  the  Safe  Neigh- 
borhood Initiative  will  not  falter 
because  of  his  departure  -  rather,  its 
principals  will  work  harder  to  carry 
on  what  he  helped  to  start  Before 
his  death,  Paul  was  gearing  up  to 
expand  the  program  to  Dorchester's 
St  Mark's  neighborhood  as  well  as 
replicate  the  program  in  Grove  Hall 
and  Roxbury.  These  projects  are  now 
underway  and  we  have  Paul  to  thank 
for  his  vision,  his  dedication,  and  his 
commitment  to  our  urban  communi- 
ties. 

This  issue  of  the  Urban  AGenda  is 
dedicated  to  his  memory. 


Youth  Violence 
Prevention  Luncheon  Series 

In  October,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  co-hosted  the  first  luncheon  of  the 
Harvard  University  School  of  Public  Health  Luncheon  Series  which  focuses  on 
youth  violence  prevention.  The  series  is  presented  in  cooperation  with 
Harvard's  Violence  Prevention  Program.  Jay  Winsten,  Ph.D.,  Associated  Dean 
and  Director  of  the  School  of  Public  Health  Center  for  Health  Communications 
joined  the  AG  in  welcoming  over  fifty  leaders  from  government,  law  enforce- 
ment, academia,  business  and  the  media  to  an  address  by  Geoffrey  Canada, 
President  of  the  nationally  acclaimed  Beacon  Schools  in  New  York  City  and 
recent  author  of  Fist  Stick  Knife  Gun:  A  Personal  History  of  Violence  in 
America. 

Framingham  High  School: 

A  Model  for  the  Attorney  General's 

Safe  Schools  Legislative  Package 


For  the  past  several  years,  the  issue  of  violence  in  public  schools  has  received  an 
increasing  amount  of  attention.  While  most  schools  are,  in  fact,  very  safe 
places,  any  incidents  of  violence  in  or  around  our  learning  centers  is  unaccept- 
able. Thanks  to  the  combined  efforts  of  teachers,  administrators,  local  police 
and  the  District  Attorney's  office,  Framingham  High  School  is  an  example  of 
how  comprehensive  efforts  to  improve  communication  and  early  intervention 
can  and  do  make  a  difference. 

Framingham  High  School  has  an  impressive  array  of  programs,  including  crisis 
intervention  and  violence  prevention  efforts  that  have  made  the  school  a  leader 
in  this  area.  The  coordinated  efforts  of  school,  court  and  police  officials  help  to 
prevent  at  risk  youth  from  turning  to  drugs  and  crime  and  are  models  that 
should  be  replicated  in  schools  across  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  congratulates  Framingham  High  for  its 
outstanding  violence  prevention  efforts.  The  students,  faculty,  staff  and 
administration  can  be  proud  of  the  model  they  have  set  for  the  state  to  follow. 
See  page  5  for  related  story  on  the  Safe  Schools  Act 
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SNI  Update 

Expansion  into  Dorchester's 
Saint  Mark's  Neighborhood: 

Saint  Mark's  was  officially  incorpo- 
rated into  the  SNI  on  October  16, 
1995.  The  Saint  Mark's  members  are 
highly  enthusiastic  about  their 
inclusion  and  promise  to  bring 
experience  in  community  organizing 
to  the  initiative.  Arrests  made  in  the 
neighborhood  began  to  be  screened 
for  targeted  prosecution  on  December 
15. 

Domestic  Violence 
Component: 

In  addition  to  the  St  Mark's  expan- 
sion, the  SNI  has  decided  to  focus  on 
domestic  violence.  The  newly  formed 
Domestic  Violence  Strategic  Planning 
group  will  review  the  existing 
Dorchester  community  resources 
designed  to  address  domestic  violence 
and  brainstorm  ideas  for  a  coordi- 
nated prevention  /intervention  / 
treatment  model  to  address  domestic 
violence. 

The  Roxbury/ 
Grove  Hall  SNI: 

Community  members  of  the  new  SNI 
have  been  extremely  active.  They 
have  been  conducting  community 
outreach  and  contributing  to  the 
development  of  a  Weed  and  Seed 
official  site  recognition  application, 
which  the  Grove  Hall  SNI  plans  to 
submit  in  early  1996.  The  Grove  Hall 
Working  Group  continues  to  meet 
once  or  twice  a  month  to  discuss  the 
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400  Attend  Attorney  General's 

Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  Conference 

Four-hundred  people  from  nearly  100  communities  across  the  Commonwealth 
gathered  in  September  at  the  J.F.K.  Library  and  Museum  in  Dorchester  to  learn 
more  about  a  unique  grassroots  program  that  is  reducing  crime  and  revitalizing 
some  of  Boston's  most  troubled  neighborhoods.  Hosting  the  conference, 
entitled  "Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  (SNI):  A  Model  for  Communities  in  the 
1990's  and  Beyond,"  were  Attorney  General  Harsh barger,  Boston  Mayor  Menino, 
Suffolk  County  District  Attorney  Martin  and  Boston  Police  Commissioner  Evans, 
the  Initiative's  original  co-sponsors. 

The  goal  of  the  conference  was  to  showcase  SNI  as  a  model  program  for  helping 
neighborhoods  throughout  the  Commonwealth  take  back  their  streets  and  get 
back  on  their  feet  Panels  held  throughout  the  day  focused  on  Building  a  Safe 
Neighborhood  Initiative,  Preventing  Family  and  Youth  Violence,  Community  and 
Neighborhood  Policing  and  devitalization  of  Neighborhoods.  SNI  Neighborhood 
residents  and  field  experts  were  on  hand  to  take  questions  on  how  the  original 
SNI,  which  has  since  been  expanded  to  include  two  new  neighborhoods,  was 
created  as  well  as  to  discuss  the  social  impact  of  a  coordinated  neighborhood 
response  to  violence  prevention.  In  addition,  a  thirty- 
page  training  manual  on  the  Safe  Neighborhood  Initia- 
tive, its  history  and  tips  on  how  to  replicate  it,  was 
included  in  the  materials  handed  out  at  the  conference. 

SNI,  a  model  crime-fighting  and  neighborhood  revitaliza 
tion  partnership,  was  created  in  February  1993  by  the 
four  co-sponsoring  agencies,  community  residents,  local 
businesses,  neighborhood  organizations,  and  social 
services  agencies  to  deal  with  escalating  violence  and  to 
improve  the  quality  of  life  in  several  north  Dorchester 
neighborhoods. 


mission  and  strategy  of  the  SNI. 
Specifically,  it  continues  to  work  on 
key  issues  regarding  the  project's 
development  and  implementation, 
including  the  expansion  of  the  project 
by  subcontracting  to  a  number  of 
community  programs  and  organiza- 


tions. The  working  group  is  also 
anticipating  the  inauguration  of 
project  components  such  as  an 
Abandoned  Properties  Project.  In 
addition,  the  targeted  prosecution 
component  of  the  SNI  began  on 
December  18, 1995. 
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Community 
Policing  Update 

Last  fall,  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  announced  that  in  the  year  following 
passage  of  the  1994  Crime  Bill,  25,000  additional  community  police  officers 
have  been  added  to  police  departments  across  the  nation.  The  Justice 
Department's  Office  of  Community  Oriented  Policing  Services  (COPS),  which  is 
responsible  for  administering  the  Crime  Bill  police  hiring  grants  appropriated 
by  Congress,  has  already  allocated  $3,816,300  to  Boston  for  the  hiring  of  an 
additional  74  officers.  In  Lowell,  SI ,275,000  has  been  provided  for  the  hiring 
of  16  additional  officers.  And,  around  the  state,  communities  have  been  given  a 
total  of  $45,200,105,  allowing  for  the  deployment  of  743  additional  commu- 
nity police  officers. 

COPS  grants  cover  75  percent  of  the  new  officers'  salaries  for  the  first  three 
years.  The  other  25  percent  comes  from  state  or  local  funds.  The  COPS 
program  is  designed  to  work  with  local  police  departments  to  encourage 
community  policing  and  the  hiring  of 
new  officers.  Across  the  nation  this 
year,  community  policing  has  led  to  a 
dramatic  drop  in  murders  and  other 
crimes  in  areas  where  the  program  is 
encouraging  citizens  to  become 

involved  with  their  police. 


For  permission  to  copy  any 
part  of  this  newsletter  or 
any  other  publication 
from  the  Attorney 
General's  office,  please 
contact  for  permission: 

Denise  Snyder 
Publications  Coordinator 
Office  of  the 
Attorney  General 
One  Ash  burton  Place 
Boston,  MA  02108 

or  call: 

(617)  727-2200  ext  2674 


Community  Policing: 
Building  Safer  Neighborhoods 

The  Mayor,  Mayor-elect  and  Police  Chief  of  Springfield  all  agree:  Community 
policing  is  making  progress  in  their  city  and  must  continue  to  move  forward. 


Community  policing  in  Springfield  went  city-wide  last  July  with  34  officers 
assigned  to  nine  neighborhood  districts.  In  each  of  the  nine  sectors,  Beat 
Advisory  Teams  are  comprised  of  community  members  who  meet  with  police 
and  help  to  identify  specific  problems  and  offer  input  to  determine  their 
solutions. 

Police  and  city  officials  hope  to  move  the  community  policing  program  forward. 
Recommendations  to  do  so  include  the  formation  of  a  leadership  council  or 
community  partnership  committee  as  well  as  the  structuring  of  a  strategic, 
comprehensive  plan  for  the  future. 

To  date,  60  to  75  percent  of  superior  officers,  240  to  280  patrolmen  and  about 
25  civilians  have  been  trained  in  the  community  policing  concept  Together, 
they  share  information  and  resources  to  create  initiatives  that  promote  neigh- 
borhood safety. 
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Attorney  General  Scon  Harshbarger 
Announces  Filing  of  Safe  Schools  Act 


On  October  26,  I99S  Attorney  General 
Scott  Harshbarger,  along  with  Senator 
David  Magnani  (D-Framingham)  and 
Representative  Shirley  Owens-Hicks 
(D-Mattapan)  unveiled  a  legislative 
package  aimed  at  strengthening  the 
ability  of  law  enforcement  and  school 
administrators  to  improve  the  safety 
of  students  and  school  personnel  in 
the  Commonwealth's  schools. 

The  legislation  creates  gun  free  school 
zones  of  one  thousand  feet  around 
schools  and  one  hundred  feet  around 
playgrounds,  increases  the  penalties 
for  assaults  on  school  personnel,  and 
expands  the  authority  of  school 
officials  to  ban  disruptive  clothing. 
Furthermore,  the  legislation  requires 
school  officials  to  notify  police  of 
incidents  involving  possession  of 
drugs  or  assaults  resulting  in  serious 
physical  injury  that  occur  during  the 
school  day  or  at  school  sponsored 
activities. 

In  another  significant  change  to  the 
existing  law,  the  bill  would  require 
probation  officers  to  notify  schools  if 
students  are  charged  with  or  adjudi- 
cated delinquent  of  certain  crimes. 
These  acts  include  those  involving  the 
threat  or  use  of  force  against  another 
individual,  and  possession  of  a 
dangerous  weapon  or  a  controlled 
substance. 


The  proposed  legislation  also  requests 
additional  funding  to  allow  for  the 
statewide  expansion  of  the  SCORE 
program,  a  student  mediation 
program  that  the  Attorney  General's 
office  has  established  in  27  schools. 
In  another  section,  the  bill  would 
authorize  each  District  Attorney's 
Office  to  establish  a  community  based 
justice  task  force  in  his  or  her  county. 
These  task  forces,  which  are  currently 
operating  in  several  counties  state- 
wide, have  proven  highly  successful  in 
promoting  cooperation  and  collabora- 
tion between  law  enforcement  and 
schools. 

At  a  press  conference  announcing  his 
intention  to  file  this  legislation,  the 
Attorney  General  said,  "We  cannot 
allow  good,  decent  students  and 
dedicated  educators  to  be  afraid  of 
going  to  school.  This  legislation  sends 
a  clear  message  that  we  will  have  zero 
tolerance  for  violence  in  our  schools. 
If  you  bring  a  weapon  to  school  or 
assault  a  teacher,  you  will  be  dealt 
with  swiftly  and  severely.  But  if  you 
come  to  school  to  learn,  we  will  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  be  sure 
that  you  can  do  so  in  a  safe  environ- 
ment" Also  in  attendance  at  the 
announcements,  held  at  Dorchester 
High  School  in  Boston  and  Framing- 
ham  High  School,  were  school 
administrators,  local  law  enforcement 


personnel  and  representatives  from 
the  Massachusetts  Teachers  Associa- 
tion and  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Teachers. 

Call  your  state  Senator  and  local  state 
Representative  to  voice  your  support 
for  this  important  piece  of  legislation. 
For  further  information  on  the  Safe 
Schools  Act,  contact  Assistant  Attor- 
ney General  Norah  M.  Wylie  at  (617) 
727-2200,  ext  2565. 


Anti-Gun  Measure 
Proposed  within 
Safe  School  Act 

Sending  a  clear  message  that  there 
will  be  no  tolerance  for  violence  in 
our  schools,  Attorney  General 
Harshbarger  proposed  a  gun-free 
school  zone  measure  as  part  of  his 
Safe  Schools  legislation  filed  in 
October. 

The  proposed  legislation  establishes 
1,000-foot  "gun-free"  zones  around 
schools  and  100-foot  "gun-free" 
zones  around  playgrounds.  The  bill 
is  based  on  a  successful  law  that 
increases  the  penalty  for  drug  deal- 
ing within  1,000  feet  of  a  school. 

In  addition,  the  Attorney  General  is 
also  working  with  legislators  to 
create  a  bill  that  would  double  the 
penalty  for  assaults  on  teachers  and 
school  personnel  from  not  less  than 
60  days  in  jail  to  not  less  than  six 
months. 
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Violence  Prevention  Community  Grants  Awarded;  I 

Drug  Asset  Forfeiture  Money  Funds  Grants 

Violence  Prevention  Programs  in  Framingham,  Fall  River  and  New  Bedford  were  the  recent  recipients  of  grants  funded  by 
Attorney  General  Harshbarger's  drug  asset  forfeiture  program.  The  annual  Violence  Prevention  Community  Grants  are 
awarded  to  local  programs  in  recognition  of  violence  prevention  efforts  in  their  communities. 

Funding  for  the  grants  comes  from  the  seizure  of  assets  of  defendants  convicted  of  drug  offenses.  Given  the  wounds  that 
illegal  drugs  have  inflicted  on  our  urban  communities,  it  is  appropriate  that  a  percentage  of  the  money  from  the 
destructive  drug  trade  be  used  to  help  rebuild  communities  and  prevent  drug  abuse. 


Fall  River's 
"Flint  Village  West 
Neighborhood  Assoc. " 
Framingham 's 

The  Flint  Village  West  Neighborhood 
Association  has  worked  diligently  with 
the  Fall  River  Police  Department,  the 
Mayor's  office  and  community  groups 
to  make  their  neighborhood  safe. 
Understanding  that  prevention  is  the 
best  form  of  public  safety,  the  people 
involved  in  the  Neighborhood  Associa- 
tion are  preventing  violence  through 
community  activism.  Working  to 
cleanup  playgrounds,  bring  new 
business  to  the  area,  and 
makeresidential  locations  safe  and 
more  livable,  the  Association  has 
created  a  community  partnership  that 
provides  opportunities  to  get  off 
drugs,  keep  drugs  out  of  their 
neighborhood,  and  provide  education 
and  support  For  example,  a  once 
notorious  place  for  drug  dealingis  now 
a  tot  lot  that  provides  play  space  for 
area  children.  The  Association's 
intolerance  for  drug  dealing  and  other 


criminal  activity  has  made  Flint 
Village  a  place  where  criminals  are 
more  reluctant  to  enter.  The  grant 
money  awarded  the  Flint  Village  West 
Neighborhood  Association  will  be  used 
to  help  print  Association  newsletters 
and  hold  meetings,  as  well  as  to 
establish  a  youth  involvement 
program. 

Congratulations  to  this  year's  Commu- 
nity Violence  Prevention  Award 
recipients.  Your  programs  offer 
inspiration  for  many  community 
leaders  searching  for  ways  to  make 
their  neighborhoods  safer  places  to 
live,  learn  and  work. 

Framingham 's 
"Non-Incident  Related 
Contact  (N IRC) 
Program" 

NIRC  is  a  partnership  between  the 
Framingham  Police  Department,  the 
Probation  Department  and  the 
Framingham  Public  Schools.  NIRC 
partners  travel  together  in  a  police 


cruiser  one  evening  a  week,  making 
home  visits  and  stops  at  playgrounds, 
schools,  basketball  games  and  high- 
traffic  areas  for  youth  at  risk.  The 
concept  of  the  program  is  -  through 
partnership,  presence  and  prevention 
efforts  -  seeks  to  create  cohesive 
relationships  with  at-risk  youth  that 
involve  all  elements  of  their  lives: 
social,  educational  and  community. 
Letting  Framingham  residents  know 
they  are  out  in  the  community 
offering  support  and  enforcing  laws 
creates  trusting  relationships  and 
keeps  at-risk  kids  on  the  right  path. 
The  grant  money  awarded  to  NIRC  will 
be  used  to  move  the  program  forward, 
offering  new  activities  for  young 
people,  such  as  basketball  tourna- 
ments and  playground  activities. 

New  Bedford's 
"Mayor's  Drug  Free 
Community  Partnership  " 

The  Mayor's  Drug  Free  Community 

Continued,  next  page 
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Continued  from  previous  page. 

Partnership  provides  outreach, 
information,  referral  services  and 
education  about  substance  abuse 
and  related  issues  in  New  Bedford. 
It  is  a  collaboration  of  public  and 
private  agencies.  The  Partnership 
provides  people  opportunities  to  get 
off  drugs  and  stay  off  them,  keep 
drugs  out  of  New  Bedford 
neigborhoods,  and  obtain  drug 
education  and  rehabilitative 
support  Specifically,  it  helps 
communities  with  their  organiza- 
tional efforts  to  make  neighbor- 
hoods drug-free,  provides  informa- 
tion, counseling  and  support  to 
those  seeking  treatment  for 
substance  abuse,  offers  confidential 
health  information  for  those  who 
want  it  and  helps  teenagers  get 
pregnancy  counseling,  battle 
substance  abuse  and  seek  educa- 
tional opportunities.  The  grant 
money  awarded  to  the  Mayor's  Drug 
Free  Community  Partnership  will  be 
used  to  print  pamphlets  and 
educational  material  to  spread  the 
word  that  there  are  many  options 
out  there  instead  of  drugs. 


Harshbarger  Files  Supreme  Court  Amicus  Brief 
Supporting  the  Forfeiture  of  Illegal  Drug 
Proceeds 

41  States  and  Puerto  Rico  Sign  in  Support 

Attorney  General  Harshbarger  has  filed  an  amicus  brief  with  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  urging  the  review  of  a  federal  court  decision  prohibiting  the  forfeiture  of 
assets  obtained  through  the  sale  of  illegal  drugs.  The  brief  was  endorsed  by  41 
states,  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  National  Association  of 
Attorneys  General.  It  seeks  a  review  of  a  decision  by  the  9th  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  in  California  that  declared  it  a  violation  of  the  5th  Amendment's 
"Double  Jeopardy  Clause"  to  institute  a  separate  civil  action  to  seize  illegal  drug 
proceeds  in  cases  where  certain  offenders  had  already  been  prosecuted  on  drug 
trafficking  charges. 

The  9th  Circuit's  decision  denies  criminal  prosecutors  the  use  of  civil  actions  to 
confiscate  assets  derived  through  illegal  drug  sales.  To  date,  civil  forfeiture 
efforts  nationwide  have  led  to  the  recouping  of  millions  of  dollars  in  illegal 
profits  that  otherwise  would  have  been  reinvested  in  further  illegal  drug 
trafficking.  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  is  seeking  a  review  of  the  decision  in 
order  to  preserve  asset  forfeiture  as  a  tool  in  the  war  on  drugs. 


This  publication  is  available  in  alternative  formats  for 
persons  with  disabilities.  For  your  copy,  please  check 
below,  provide  your  name  and  address,  and  mail  to: 

Denise  Snyder,  Publications  Coordinator 

One  Ashburton  Place,  20th  Floor 

Boston,  MA  02108 


Large  Print 


Audio  Tape 


Name: 

Address: 

City: 


State: 


lipi. 


or  call:  (617)  727-2200  ext  2674 
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National  SCORE  Conference  Attracts 
School  Leaders  From  Across  the  Country 

n  November,  representatives  from  12  states  and  56  Massachusetts  communi- 
Ities  attended  Attorney  General  Harshbarger's  national  conference  on  student 
conflict  resolution.  The  two-day  intensive  seminar,  which  was  held  at  the 
Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel,  introduced  educators,  law  enforcement  officials  and 
public  policy  makers  to  Harshbarger's  nationally  recognized  SCORE  (Student 
Conflict  Resolution  Experts)  and  CIT  (Crisis  Intervention  Teams)  programs  for 
violence  prevention. 

Roundtables,  group  exercises  and  hands-on  workshops  provided  participants 
the  opportunity  to  learn  how  to  respond  to  a  violent  crisis  at  school  and  how  to 
create  an  individual  action  plan  for  program  development  and  replication.  In 
addition,  SCORE  peer  mediators  and  staff  were  availabe  to  discuss  techniques 
key  to  effective  training  and  quality  programs. 

Harshbarger's  SCORE  program  operates  in  27  high  schools  and  middle  schools 
in  Massachusetts.  These  school-based  mediation  programs  teach  student 
mediators  to  resolve  violent  and  potentially  violent  conflicts  among  their  peers. 
The  SCORE  program  also  helps  students  improve  their  self-esteem,  develop 
leadership  skills  and  use  their  training  to  deal  with  conflict  at  home  and  in  the 
community. 

The  CIT  program  sends  specially  trained  adult  and  student  mediators  into  the 
schools  to  provide  short-term  mediation  during  a  crisis.  A  special  workshop  at 
the  conference  showed  how  community  mediators  responded  to  avert  potential 
violence  during  an  actual  school  emergency. 

For  more  information  on  the  SCORE  or  CIT  programs,  please  call  Kathy  Grant, 
Director  of 

Mediation  Services 

at  the  Attorney 

General's  Office: 

(617)  727-2200, 

ext  2933. 


News 
Contributions: 

If  you  have  news  you 
would  like  us  to  con- 
sider for  print  in  the 
Urban  AG enda,  please 
contact 

Den  is e  Snyder 
Publications  Coord. 

Office  of  the 

Attorney  General 

One  Ash  burton  Place, 

Boston,  MA  02108. 

(617)  727-2200, 
ext  2674 


CONGRATS 

to  Holyoke  High  and 

Plymouth  South  High 

School  Peer  Mediators! 

This  fall,  a  total  of  33  new  student 
mediators  graduated  from  the 
Attorney  General's  SCORE  Mediation 
program  at  both  Holyoke  High  School 
and  Plymouth  High  School.  Each  of 
the  students  at  the  schools  completed 
a  twenty  hour  peer  mediation  training 
program. 

To  date,  27  schools  participate  in  the 
mediation  program  designed  to 
promote  alternatives  to  violence. 
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Fighting  the  Drug  War: 


Second  Drug  Sweep  Nabs  17  Dealers 
in  Charlestown 

In  a  second  sweep  targeting  drug  activity  in  urban  neighborhoods,  state  police 
assigned  to  the  Attorney  General's  office  teamed  up  with  Boston  Police  and 
Boston  Housing  Authority  Police  in  a  November  pre-dawn  raid  that  nabbed  17 
alleged  drug  dealers  at  the  Bunker  Hill  public  housing  development  in  Charles- 
town. 

The  Charlestown  raid  is  the  second  phase  of  Harshbarger's  "Operation  Clean 
Sweep"  program,  which  was  launched  in  May,  when  22  alleged  drug  dealers  in 
Waltham  were  rounded  up  and  charged  with  a  variety  of  narcotics  offenses 
following  a  three-month  undercover  investigation.  The  sweeps  are  a  targeted 
use  of  our  state's  drug  laws  to  make  it  more  difficult  for  criminals  to  do 
business  and  to  help  give  neighborhood  residents  hope  for  a  better  quality  of 
life.  The  sweep  of  the  Charlestown  development  is  in  response  to  complaints 
received  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  from  Bunker  Hill  residents  frustrated 
that  alleged  drug  dealers  were  ruining  the  quality  of  life  for  residents  of  the 
development 

The  two-month  investigation  targeted  alleged  drug  dealers  with  prior  records 
for  drug  offenses  and  other  violent  crimes.  During  the  Charlestown  probe, 
undercover  police  made  numerous  purchases  of  cocaine  and  heroin  from  each  of 
the  suspected  dealers.  Almost  all  of  the  defendants  allegedly  sold  drugs  to  the 
undercover  officers  within  1,000  feet  of  a  school  zone  or  within  100  feet  of  a 
playground  -  circumstances  that  will  add  two  years  to  their  sentences  upon 
conviction.  In  addition  to  the  arrests,  police  seized  two  motor  vehicles  under 
the  state  drug  asset  forfeiture  law,  as  well  as  an  undetermined  amount  of 
cocaine  and  a  handgun. 

AG  Harshbarger  praised  the  Boston  Police,  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  Police 
and  the  State  Police  for  their  outstanding  work  in  this  investigation.  The 
Attorney  General  will  to  continue  to  forge  similar  relationships  with  other 
community  law  enforcement  teams  across  the  state  in  collaborative  efforts  to 
reduce  and  eliminate  crime  in  urban  neighborhoods. 


Harshbarger  and  Reilly 
Seek  Forfeiture  of  Sec- 
ond Waltham  Property 
for  Drug  Dealing 

As  a  follow-up  to  May's  Operation 
Clean  Sweep,  AG  Harshbarger  and 
Middlesex  DA  Reilly  have  filed  a 
complaint  seeking  forfeiture  of  a 
second  Waltham  property  where  drug 
dealing  is  alleged  to  have  taken  place. 

Two  individuals  were  arrested  at  the 
South  Street  property  as  a  result  of  the 
sweep.  In  all,  22  individuals  were 
brought  up  on  narcotics  charges.  The 
property  in  question  is  owned  by  the 
same  landlord  of  the  original  Waltham 
property  targeted  for  forfeiture. 

Complaints  were  filed  against  both 
properties  in  response  to  arrests  made 
in  the  sweeps  as  well  as  to  a  number  of 
other  alleged  drug  violations  happen- 
ing at  the  properties  over  the  last  three 
years.  The  forfeiture  actions  are  part 
of  a  joint  effort  by  Harshbarger's  office 
and  the  state's  district  attorneys,  called 
"Operation  Take  Back,"  to  rid  neigh- 
borhoods of  residences  and  businesses 
where  there  drug  dealing  is  suspected. 


"Operation  Take  Back" 
protects  residents  by 
taking  properties  away 
from  landlords  who 
turn  a  blind  eye  to 
drug  activities  in  their 
buildings. 
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Domestic  Violence  Police  Training 


JANUARY,  1996 


In  October,  nearly  400  police  officers 
from  approximately  125  departments 
across  the  state  attended  Attorney 
General  Scott  Harshbarger's  5th 
Annual  Domestic  Violence  Training  for 
Police.  Entitled,  "Domestic  Violence 
Enforcement  Law,  Practice  and 
Theory,"  the  training  was  held  at 
Northeastern  University's  Burlington 
campus. 

Panel  discussions  and  workshops  were 
presented  by  experts  from  a  variety  of 
fields,  including  police  departments, 
district  attorneys'  offices,  battered 
women's  and  dating  violence  groups, 


the  Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs, 
the  judiciary,  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  and  the  Attorney 
General's  office.  Training  workshops 
dealt  with  children  who  witness 
domestic  violence,  teen  dating 
violence,  domestic  violence  against 
elders,  structuring  a  domestic  violence 
unit  that  works,  dealing  with  the 
batterer,  working  with  the  victim,  and 
legal  developments  in  law  enforce- 
ment 


FACT: 

In  a  recent  state  police 
study  of 38  towns  and 

two  universities, 

statistics  indicate  that 

nearly  70  percent  of 

violent  crimes  against 

women  reported  in  1994 

were  committed  by  a 

family  member  or 

domestic  partner. 


Office  of  the  Attorney  General 
One  Ash  burton  Place 
Boston,  MA  02 1 08 
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n  Update  from  Attorney  General  Scott  Harshbarger 


AGenda: 


August,  1996 


Dear  Concerned  Citizen: 


I  am  pleased  that  the  violent  crime  rates  have  declined  both  here  in  Massachusetts  and  across  the  nation.  So  many  deserve  recognition 
for  their  efforts  in  bringing  about  a  remarkable  decline  in  these  statistics.  With  overall  crime  in  the  country  down  4  percent  and 
violent  crime  down  5.6  percent  in  the  Commonwealth  (based  on  a  May,  1996  FBI  report),  there  is  much  to  be  proud.  Community 
policing  programs  throughout  our  state  can  be  lauded  along  with  the  efforts  of  community  organizations,  local  businesses,  local  law 
enforcement,  government  officials  and  neighborhood  residents.  Working  together,  we  are  implementing  comprehensive  solutions  that 
provide  hope  for  the  future.  Our  efforts  are  proof  positive  that  the  best  form  of  public  protection  is  to  provide  quality  education  and 
job  opportunities. 

As  this  state's  top  law  enforcement  official,  I  have  made  violence  prevention  a  priority.  While  we  celebrate  an  overall  decline  in  crime, 
my  office  continues  not  only  to  build  upon  that  accomplishment,  but  also  to  step  up  the  battles  against  such  tragedies  as  domestic 
violence  and  hate  crimes.  State  data  confirms  that  most  female  victims  of  violent  crime  are  assaulted  by  someone  they  know.  This  has 
to  stop.  Through  educational  forums  such  as  the  SNI  Domestic  ViokmX^iitmMi  iiKpflRcbssteBuafld tne  implementation  of 
President  Clinton's  Domestic  Violence  Hot  Line  (1-800-799-SAFE),  we  endeavor  to^djicgggp^ptect  vulnerable  populations  from 
this  senseless  epidemic. 


In  my  capacity  as  president  of  the  National  Association  of  Attorneys  General 


v.1 


this  issue... 


am  also  working  with  others  to  extinguish  the  flames  of  hate  that  flidg^dgfitof  fc^^fc  Check. 
our  great  nation.  Last  month,  I  attended  a  summit  of  southern  law  enforcement  Ig^fiQs  i  to tymtofiHity  Works  Praised  ' 
in  Washington  D.C.  that  addressed  the  recent  church  burnings  in  the  south.  Together 
with  religious  leaders  across  the  nation,  we  are  working  to  respond  to  these  heinous 
acts  of  bigotry,  assist  communities  victimized  by  these  tragedies,  and  combat  attitudes 
which  promote  ignorance  or  public  tolerance  of  such  acts. 


AG  Teams  up  with  Lawrence  Law 
Enforcement  to  Fight  Crime 


The  church  burnings  are  not  just  a  problem  for  the  south,  but  for  us  all.  When  a  house 
of  worship  or  religious  sanctuary  comes  under  attack  for  any  reason  in  America,  all  of 
us  are  threatened,  regardless  of  our  race,  creed  or  color.  These  acts  are  attacks  on  our 
fundamental  constitutional  rights.  As  such,  all  of  us  become  victims  when  any  crime  is 
committed  that  is  fueled  by  the  fires  of  hate,  malice  or  ignorance.  Consistent  with  my 
offices's  uniform  and  aggressive  response  to  synagogue  burnings,  racist  vandalism,  re- 
ligious desecrations  and  other  discriminatory  acts  in  Massachusetts,  In  my  role  as  presi- 
dent of  NAAG,  I  have  offered  and  intend  to  provide  whatever  available  assistance  might 
be  necessary  to  investigate,  prosecute  and  combat  these  hate  crimes. 

Again,  I  am  proud  of  our  accomplishments,  many  of  which  are  detailed  on  the  pages 
within.  It  is  through  working  as  a  community  that  we  have  come  this  far  and  it  is  our 
work  as  a  community  that  will  take  us  the  rest  of  the  way.  Thank  you  for  your  contri- 
bution on  this  journey.  You  do  make  a  difference. 


Assault  Weapons  Ban 
Legislation  Update 
Jim  Brady  Endorsement 


arshbarger 


Safe  Schools  Update 

Juvenile  Police  Training 

SCORE  Cable  Award 

Chicopee  EmPOWer  Program 

Graffiti  masters  Exhibit 

AG  Attends  Church  Burnings  Summit 

AG  Receives  ADL  Award 

Asset  Forfeiture  Program 

Abandoned  Housing  Projects 

SNI  Update 

Lowell  Crime  Prevention  Efforts 

Domestic  Violence  Hotline 

Domestic  Violence  Police  Training 

Cop  Cards 

Victim's  Rights  Conference 

Victims  Aid  Claims  Process  Simplified 

AG  and  Haverhill  Police  Team  Up  in 

Drug  Sweep 
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AG  Harshbarger  Presents  $22,000  Check  to 
Waltham  Police;  Praises  Community  Programs 

Earlier  this  year,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  presented  Waltham  Police  Chief  Stephen 
Unsworth  with  a  $22,61 1  check  from  revenues  received  by  the  state  from  the  sale  of  a 
Waltham  home  previously  owned  by  a  convicted  drug  trafficker.  The  house  was  forfeited 
to  the  state  as  a  result  of  the  state's  drug  forfeiture  laws.  In  presenting  the  check, 
Harshbarger  praised  the  city's  efforts  to  fight  crime  and  improve  the  quality  of  life  there. 

The  Attorney  General  cited  such  programs  as  Project  Outreach,  City  United  and  commu- 
nity policing  efforts  as  examples  of  law  enforcement  and  citizens  working  together  in 
partnership  to  prevent  crime  and  fight  urban  problems.  Project  Outreach  is  a  program 
designed  to  provide  education  and  counseling  to  teenagers  and  their  families  with  sub- 
stance abuse  problems.  City  United,  in  conjunction  with  the  AG's  office,  conducted  a 
landlord  training  program  which  educated  landlords  on  how  to  keep  illegal  activity  out 
of  their  property.  The  program  is  a  coordinated  effort  among  all  city  departments, 
including  police,  fire  and  citizens. 

AG  Teams  Up  with  Lawrence  Law  Enforcement 
to  Target  Gangs  and  Drugs 

In  a  new  plan  to  fight  crime  in  the  City  of  Lawrence,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  has 
joined  forces  with  Lawrence  Police  Chief  Robert  Hayden  Jr.  to  begin  what  they  hope  will 
be  a  fruitful  team  effort  to  weed  drug  criminals  out  of  the  city.  Three  major  anti-crime 
programs  that  have  proven  successful  in  other  urban  areas  of  the  state  will  be  employed 
in  Lawrence.  They  are  Operation  Clean  Sweep,  Operation  Take  Back  and  the  Safe  Neigh- 
borhood Initiative. 

Operation  Clean  Sweep  is  an  undercover  narcotics  project  in  which  police  and  prosecu- 
tors target  repeat  offenders  of  drug  dealing  or  violent  crimes  in  city  neighborhoods.  The 
AG's  office  has  run  this  type  of  sweep  in  both  Charlestown  and  Waltham. 

Operation  Take  Back  involves  prosecutors  from  the  AG's  office  who  will  work  with  city 
officials  to  identify  abandoned  buildings  used  for  drug  activity,  prosecute  the  activity 
and  advocate  for  the  forfeiture  of  the  properties  to  the  state.  Examples  of  forfeitures  that 
have  been  revitalized  for  community  betterment  include  the  seizure  of  a  bar  in  Chelsea 
that  has  been  converted  into  a  district  court  and  a  cafe  in  Lowell  that  will  become  a 
precinct  police  station. 

The  Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  is  a  partnership  between  the  city,  the  Essex  DA's  office, 
the  Lawrence  Police  and  the  AG's  office  to  target  gang-related  violence,  drug  dealers  and 
other  chronic  criminals  for  prosecution  in  designated  communities.  Working  with  area 
groups,  residents  and  local  merchants,  the  goal  is  to  employ  a  comprehensive  commu- 
nity approach  to  crime  prevention  and  prosecution.  The  Lawrence  SNI  is  based  on  the 
original  SNI  model  in  the  Fields  Corner  area  of  Dorchester. 

ACenda:  Urban  issues 


Assault  Weapons  Ban 
Bill  On  Track  for 
Gov's  Signature 

The  assault  weapons  ban  bill,  sponsored 
by  Attorney  General  Harhsbarger, 
recently  passed  in  the  Senate  by  a  razor 
thin  margin  of  20-19.  Following  a  House 
and  Senate  Conference  Committee  session 
to  iron  out  a  compromise  bill  from  the 
respective  House  and  Senate  versions  the 
bill  is  expected  to  go  to  the  Governor  for 
his  approval.  It  will  hopefully  be  signed 
into  law  before  summer's  end. 


Brady  Supports 
State  Gun  Bill 

Last  Spring,  James  Brady  (a  gun  con- 
trol activist  since  he  was  wounded  in  a 
1981  attack  on  President  Reagan)  came 
to  Boston  to  urge  the  state  Senate  to 
pass  the  ban  on  assault  weapons.  Stat- 
ing, "Sensible  gun  laws  work,  and  state 
gun  laws  do  make  a  difference,"  Brady 
noted  that  state  control  laws  are  one 
way  to  counter  any  weakening  of  fed- 
eral gun  laws. 

The  bill,  if  signed  by  the  Governor, 
would  be  among  the  toughest  anti-as- 
sault weapon  laws  in  the  country.  The 
bill  is  a  response  to  the  U.S.  House's 
vote  to  repeal  much  of  the  1994  Fed- 
eral Crime  Bill,  which  bans  "military- 
style"  assault  guns,  and  the  Brady  Bill, 
which  mandates  a  waiting  period  for 
hand  gun  sales.  The  proposed  law 
would  ban  automatic  or  semiautomatic 
rifles  and  pistols  fitted  with  large 
magazines  designed  to  fire  dozens  of 
bullets  very  quickly. 
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Safe  Schools 


AG  Speaks  Out  on  Safe  Schools  Legislation 

In  October  of  1 995,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  filed  a  bill  with  the  state  legislature 
designed  to  enhance  school  safety .  Last  spring,  he  testified  before  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Education,  Arts  &  Humanities  in  favor  of  that  bill,  Senate  Bill  #2196,  An  Act  to 
Promote  the  Safety  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Schools.  The  bill  is 
currently  in  the  Senate  Ways  and  Means  Committee  and  is  expected  to  pass  in  the  full 
Senate. 


Key  provisions  of  the  bill  include: 

*  Creation  of  a  gun-free  zone  within  1,000  feet  of  school  property  and  within  100 
feet  of  playgrounds  and  parks; 

*  Doubling  of  penalties  for  assaults  on  teachers  and  certain  other  school  personnel; 

*  Establishment  of  community-based  justice  programs  in  District  Attorneys'  offices. 


300  Attend  AG's  Civil  Rights  School  Conference 

In  April,  approximately  300  persons  from     Harassment  and  Bias  Crimes,"  "Building 
98  cities  and  towns  across  the  Common-      a  Safe  School  Climate,"  "Insuring  Effective 
wealth  attended  Attorney  General  Scott       Enforcement  of  Students'  Civil  Rights" 


Harshbarger's  Safe 
Schools  Conference.  Held 
in  Natick,  the  conference 
featured  panels  and 
workshops  by  civil  rights 
specialists,  criminal 
justice  and  law  enforce- 
ment professionals, 
educators  and  adult  and 
student  mediators. 


"Schools  should  be  institu- 
tions of  learning,  not  places 
where  students  and  teachers 
are  fearful  of  harassment, 
violence  or  illegal  activity. " 

Attorney  General 
Harshbarger 
April  3, 1996 


Panel  discussions  included  "An  Overview 
of  Civil  Rights:  Discrimination,  Sexual 


and  "Civil  Rights  Civil 
Wrongs."  Workshops 
addressed  sexual 
harassment  and 
gender-related  issues  in 
the  schools,  making 
schools  safe  for  gay  and 
lesbian  youth,  First 
Amendment  rights  in 
the  schools,  the  school's 
response  to  hate  crimes 
in  schools  and  the  community,  and 
involving  students  in  problem  solving 
though  peer  mediation  programs. 


Juvenile  Police 
Training 

In  April,  approximately  120  juvenile 
police  officers  from  60  communities 
across  the  state  attended  a  40-hour 
training  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
Attorney  General's  office  and  the 
Massachusetts  Juvenile  Police  Officers 
Association. 

The  four  day  training,  which  was  held  in 
Milford,  was  designed  to  enhance  the 
skills  of  police  officers  who  handle  cases 
involving  juvenile  offenders  and  victims. 
Topics  featured  included: 

ft  Mediation  and  Problem  Solving  in 

Schools 
ft  Search  and  Seizures/Information 

Sharing  in  Schools 
ft  Hate  Crimes  and  Children 
ft  Child  Witness  to  Domestic  Violence 
ft  Investigation  and  Prosecution  of  Child 

Abuse  Cases 
ft  Missing  Children  and  Child  Exploitation 
ft  Kids  and  Guns 
ft  Adolescent  and  Juvenile  Delinquency 

Issues 
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Video  SCORES 
Cable  Award 


"Stop...  Think...  Listen.. 
SCORE!,"  the  Cable  TV  Forum  produced  by 
the  Attorney  General's  office  in  conjunction 
with  Continental  Cable,  was  recently 
awarded  by  the  cable  industry  a  Beacon 
Award  for  excellence.  The  video  features 
AG  Harshbarger's  SCORE  (Student  Conflict 
Resolution  Experts)  school  violence  preven- 
tion programs. 

More  than  100  SCORE  participants  from 
across  the  state  gathered  to  share  their 
dramatic  stories  for  the  hour-long  cable  TV 
special,  which  aired  simultaneously  on  lo- 
cal channels  in  102  communities  statewide. 
The  video  was  entered  in  the  category  of 
Government  Relations/Single  Event/Cable 
System  II. 

AG  Kicks  Off  Young 
Graffiti  Masters  Exhibit 

In  April,  AG  Harshbarger  kicked  off  an  art 
exhibit  at  the  State  House  featuring  the 
work  of  teen  artists  involved  in  a  school- 
based  violence  prevention  program. 

The  exhibit,  "Graffiti  in  the  House"  consists 
of  works  by  the  Young  Graffiti  Masters, 
former  students  at  Martin  Luther  King 
Middle  School  in  Dorchester.  Their  art 
teacher,  Janaya  Janey,  founded  the  program 
in  1993.  Harshbarger  presented  Ms.  Janey 
with  a  certificate  of  merit  for  her  efforts  in 
creating  the  Young  Graffiti  Masters.  The 
program,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Safe 
Neighborhood  Initiative,  took  students  who 
were  identified  as  "chronic  school  offend- 
ers" because  they  used  their  graffiti  to  van- 
dalize property  and  turned  their  energies 
and  artistic  talents  to  constructive  projects 
and  community  service. 


August,  1996 

Chicopee  Schools  EmPOWer 

Students  with  Non-Violence  Curriculum 

AG  Harshbarger  commends  an  innovative  curriculum  created  in  the  Chicopee  Public  School 
system  that  empowers  the  schools'  youngest  students,  grades  K-5  with  self  control. 

The  P.O.W!  Power  Ourselves  with  Words  curriculum  acts  like  an  early  intervention  pro- 
gram. Staff  use  P.O.W.  principals  as  pre-mediation  techniques  on  the  playground,  in  the 
lunchroom,  and  the  classroom.  Donna  Kokonowski,  Health  Education  Facilitator  for  the 
Chicopee  Public  Schools,  says,  "We  teach  these  young  children  that  controlling  their 
bodies  is  the  first  step  to  controlling  their  emotions...  By  knowing  how  to  maintain  self- 
control  and  by  taking  time  to  make  good  decisions,  elementary  students  have  the  vio- 
lence prevention  tools  they'll  need  throughout  high  school  and  beyond." 

The  P.O.W.  curriculum  has  been  adopted  by  several  other  nearby  communities  including 
Pittsfield,  Belchertown  and  Granby. 

AG  Harshbarger  Joins  Southern  Leaders 
To  Respond  to  Church  Burnings 


As  President  of  the  National  Association 
tended  a  summit  on  the  church  burnings 
D.C.  This  forum  allowed  religious  and 
government  leaders  to  work  together  on 
a  response  to  these  tragedies.  Convened 
by  several  southern  attorneys  general, 
the  summit  provided  for  an  update  on 
the  investigation's  progress  and  find- 
ings thus  far  as  well  as  a  discussion  on 
how  to  assist  communities  victimized 
by  such  tragedy.  In  addition,  attend- 
ees focused  on  how  to  combat  attitudes 
which  promote  ignorance  or  help  per- 
petuate public  tolerance  of  such  acts. 

Consistent  with  his  efforts  to  stop  hate 
crimes  in  the  state,  Attorney  General 
Harshbarger  pledged  his  commitment 
and  available  resources  to  provide  as- 
sistance to  support  investigation,  pros- 
ecution and  prevention  efforts  under- 
taken to  combat  further  destruction 
and  suffering. 


of  Attorneys  General,  Scott  Harshbarger  at- 
in  the  South  last  month,  held  in  Washington 


Harshbarger  /f% 

Receives  ADL  Award        \jjl 

The  Anti-Defamation  league  pre- 
sented the  first  Honorable  David  A.  Rose  Civil 
Rights  Award  to  Attorney  General  Scott 
Harshbarger.  The  award  was  given  in 
memory  of  Judge  Rose's  commitment  to  the 
ideals  and  values  of  equal  rights  for  all  people 
regardless  of  race,  religion,  or  creed.  Judge 
Rose  was  a  former  Justice  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Appeals  Court  and  former  Chairman  of 
the  ADL 

Deval  Patrick,  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Gen- 
eral in  the  Civil  Rights  Division,  delivered  the 
keynote  address,  in  which  he  praised  Scott 
Harshbarger  for  his  efforts,  stating,  "His  in- 
tegrity is  real,  his  dedication  to  justice  and 
fairness  is  real,  and  at  a  time  when  cynicism 
is  the  prevailing  attitude,  Scott's  leadership 
gives  us  all  something  to  believe  in." 
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Asset  Forfeiture 

This  spring,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger 
joined  forces  with  Worcester  County  Dis- 
trict Attorney  John  Conte,  in  an  attempt  to 
seize  a  Worcester  property  well  known  as  a 
haven  for  drug  dealers. 

Together,  Harshbarger  and  Conte  filed  a 
complaint  in  which  they  sought  to  seize  a 
six-unit  apartment  building  at  3  Russell 
Street  through  the  state's  drug  forfeiture 
law.  The  property  has  been  the  site  of  more 
than  40  separate  arrests  in  the  last  two 
years  for  alleged  drug  violations. 

The  seizure  action  is  part  of  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Harshbarger's  Operation  Take  Back 
initiative  and  is  being  carried  out  in  con- 
junction with  Worcester's  Zero  Tolerance 
Program,  a  similar  project  designed  to  rid 
neighborhoods  of  businesses  and  residences 
known  as  havens  for  drug  dealing.  Opera- 
tion Take  Back  attempts  to  make  neigh- 
borhoods safer  for  residents  by  making 
landlords  realize  they  have  an  obligation 
to  ensure  that  their  properties  are  not  used 
for  drug  dealing. 

In  addition  to  seeking  the  forfeiture,  Harsh- 
barger and  Conte  also  sent  letters  to  four 
other  Worcester  landlords  advising  them 
that  their  properties  have  been  the  sites  of 
a  number  of  illegal  activities,  including  vio- 
lations of  the  state's  Controlled  Substances 
Act.  The  letters  warn  that  if  the  problems 
are  not  rectified  at  the  various  sites,  they 
too  could  be  subjected  to  forfeiture  action. 
Those  sites  are  located  on  Allen,  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, and  Canterbury  Streets. 


Abandoned  Housing  Projects 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Attorney  General's  Meanwhile,  the  AG's  office  is  currently  look- 
office  sought  and  obtained  receivership  for  ing  at  another  property  owned  by  the  same 
a  parcel  of  property  in  the  Putnam  Block  owner  that  is  abandoned  and  unoccupied, 
of  Orange.  The  owner  of  the  property  had  The  office  hopes  to  work  with  the  Town 
run  out  of  money  to  pay  for  a  building  again  in  the  near  future  on  this  building, 
manager  or  to  maintain  his  building.  The 

property,  which  occupied  five  elderly,  low  ln  a  second  action  this  sPrin2' the  Attor- 

income  tenants  and  one  commercial  busi-  ney  General's  Abandoned  Housm2  Task 


ness,  had  a  deteriorating  chimney  and  roof, 
inadequate  insulation,  damaged  ceilings, 
missing  steps  and  hand  rails,  and  water 
damaged  light  fixtures  and  smoke  detec 


Force,  in  coordination  with  the  Safe  Neigh- 
borhood Initiative,  filed  receivership  ac- 
tions in  Boston  Housing  Court  against  the 
owners  of  four  parcels  of  abandoned  nous- 


tors.  The  conditions  seriously  endangered  in2  in  the  F,elds  Corner  Neighborhood  of 
the  occupants  and  there  was  concern  that  Dorchester  The  ProPert,es- located  at  323' 
the  tenants  would  have  to  be  evicted.  The    325  Qumcy  Street> l08  Adams  Street'  ,2 


building  also  created  a  blight  in  the  down- 
town commercial  area  which  is  trying  to 
economically  restore  itself. 

The  Court  agreed  with  our  office's  concern 
and  appointed  the  Community  Develop- 
ment Office  of  Orange  as  the  receiver  for 
the  property.  Its  director,  David  B.  Ames, 


Acadia  Park  and  1 20  Pleasant  Street,  are 
uninhabitable  due  to  disrepair  and  a  lack 
of  building  and  safety  code  compliance.  The 
goal  of  the  receivership  action  is  to  take 
control  of  the  properties,  secure  them,  and 
ultimately  repair  them  to  the  point  where 
they  can  be  legally  occupied.  Restoring  the 
properties  would  relieve  the  community  of 


was  able  to  secure  the  property  and  took    buildin2s  that  are  not  on|y  eyesores-  but 
immediate  steps  to  protect  the  tenants.  The    also  ma2nets  for  cr,me- 


renovations  and  repairs  of  the  Putnam 
Block  have  now  been  completed  and,  as  a 
result,  the  tenants  have  been  able  to  re- 
main in  their  apartments.  Three  additional 
apartments  have  also  been  restored  and 


The  Quincy  Street  property  is  owned  by  an 
absentee  landlord  and  is  now  in  receiver- 
ship. Its  receiver  intends  to  work  with  the 
City  of  Boston  to  bring  the  property  up  to 


five  new  storefront  businesses  have  moved    code  within  four  months-  ln  addition' the 

into  the  building.  three  other  ProPerties  have  a  new  owner 

who  has  agreed  to  bring  the  buildings  up 

to  code  compliance  within  five  months. 


Although  more  improvements  need  to  be 
undertaken,  the  property  has  been  stabi- 
lized and  the  Receiver  is  working 
on  arrangements  to  have  a  sol- 
vent, responsible  owner  take  over 
the  title  from  the  Estate.  In  the 
interim,  Mr.  Ames  will  continue  to 
manage  the  building. 
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The  Abandoned  Housing  Task 
Force  is  a  program  created  by 
AG  Harshbarger  to  work  with 
communities  to  find  solu- 
tions to  the  problem  of  aban- 
doned housing. 
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SNI  Update 


Grove  Hall  SNI  Wins  Justice  Department 
"Weed  &  Seed"  Recognition 

The  U.S.  Justice  Department  has  officially  recognized  the  Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative  in 
the  Grove  Hall  section  of  Roxbury  as  an  example  of  the  federal  "Weed  and  Seed"  crime 
fighting  strategy.  The  recognition  entitles  the  Grove  Hall  SNI  to  apply  to  the  Justice 
Department  for  future  training  and  technical  assistance,  preference  on  certain  grants, 
and  use  of  the  official  Weed  and  Seed  Logo.  Leaders  of  the  SNI  are  submitting  an  appli- 
cation to  "Weed  and  Seed"  seeking  nearly  $750,000  in  federal  grants. 

The  Grove  Hall  SNI  is  a  unique  community  revitalization  partnership  between  Project 
RIGHT,  Inc.,  the  Grove  Hall  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Garrison-Trotter  Neighborhood  Asso- 
ciation, and  Attorney  General  Harshbarger,  Boston  Mayor  Menino,  District  Attorney  Ralph 
Martin,  Police  Commissioner  Paul  Evans  and  U.S.  Attorney  Donald  Stern. 

Specific  crime  prevention  strategies  now  underway  include  priority  prosecution  of  vio- 
lent criminals,  expedited  city  services,  government  priority  for  rehabilitating  abandoned 
properties  and  police-community  collaboration  to  address  such  issues  as  prostitution, 
restraining  order  violations,  alcohol  abuse  by  minors  and  crime  against  elders.  Justice 
Department  officials  said  the  Grove  Hall  SNI  meshes  with  Weed  and  Seed's  goal  of  "weed- 
ing out"  crime  and  "seeding"  a  neighborhood  for  social  and  economic  revitalization. 


Domestic  Violence  Symposium 

In  May,  the  SNI  Domestic  Violence  Symposium  held  in  Dorchester  attracted  approxi- 
mately 70  SNI  area  teachers,  health  care  workers,  clergy  and  other  local  professionals 
who  encounter  issues  of  domestic  violence.  The  event  covered  such  pressing  issues  re- 
garding domestic  violence  as  (I)  the  legal  process  from  the  initial  police  response  through 
case  prosecution  in  court;  (2)  the  community  resources  available  for  victims  and  perpe- 
trators of  domestic  violence;  (3)  the  effects  of  domestic  violence  on  children  who  witness 
it;  and  (4)  cross-cultural  perspectives  on  domestic  violence. 

Attorney  General  Harshbarger,  Suffolk  County  District  Attorney  Ralph  Martin,  Boston 
Police  Commissioner  Paul  Evans  and  Boston  Mayor  Thomas  Menino  each  addressed  the 
symposium,  with  AG  Harshbarger  and  DA  Martin  moderating  some  of  the  sessions.  Held 
at  St.  Peter's  Church  School  Hall  in  Dorchester,  the  educational  symposium  generated 
positive  evaluations  from  the  community  participants. 


Chelsea  SNI  Kick-Off 

In  June,  the  Chelsea  SNI  hosted  a  formal 
kick-off  event  spotlighting  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Scott  Harshbarger's  continued  dedica- 
tion to  developing  unique  incarnations  of 
the  SNI  model  in  different  communities 
throughout  the  state.  Under  Chelsea's  new 
Safe  Neighborhood  Initiative,  Chelsea  Po- 
lice Officers  operated  a  sting  and  netted 
more  than  63  law  breakers  in  the  target 
area  of  Bellingham  Square  for  such  offenses 
as  public  drinking,  prostitution,  traffic  vio- 
lations and  other  "quality  of  life  crimes." 

Together  with  the  local  police  department's 
Operation  lero  Tolerance,  SNI  efforts  are 
already  making  a  difference  in  Chelsea.  For 
the  week  following  the  sting,  police  reported 
that  quality  of  life  crimes  were  practically 
non-existent.  Police  intend  to  keep  the 
pressure  on  in  the  SNI  vicinity  to  deter  fu- 
ture criminal  behavior. 

In  addition  to  Attorney  General  Harsh- 
barger, District  Attorney  Ralph  Martin,  Rep- 
resentative Richard  Voke,  and  Chelsea  Dis- 
trict Court  Judge  Eugene  Panarese, 
Chelsea's  commission  on  Hispanic  Affairs, 
Chelsea  Collaborative  on  Human  Services 
as  well  as  other  community  activists  and 
SNI  staffers  all  played  crucial  roles  in  bring- 
ing the  SNI  to  Chelsea. 
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Lauding  Lowell's  Crime  Prevention  Efforts 


A  Day-long  Celebration  of  Community  Efforts 
Harshbarger  Gives  Deed  of  Site  to  City... 


Earlier  this  year,  the  Attor- 
ney General  helped  to  cel- 
ebrate Lowell's  crime  pre- 
■  vention  efforts  by  present- 
ing that  city  with  a  deed 
to  a  property  once  renowned  as  a  drug- 
dealing  den.  Harshbarger  handed  the  deed 
to  the  former  Kout's  Cafe  on  the  corner  of 
Adams  and  Fletcher  Streets  to  Lowell  Po- 
lice Superintendent  Edward  Davis  and  City 
Manager  Brian  Martin.  City  officials  plan 
to  turn  the  site  into  a  new  police  precinct 
once  the  lease  on  the  current  precinct  ex- 
pires at  the  current  Acre  neighborhood  lo- 
cation. 

The  former  bar  was  once  known  as  a  place 
frequented  by  drug  dealers  until  it  was 
seized  in  the  spring  of  1 994  by  the  Attor- 
ney General's  Office,  working  with 
Middlesex  DA  Tom  Reilly  and  the  Lowell 
Police  Department.  In  the  three  years  prior 
to  the  bar's  closing,  police  had  made  36 
drug-related  arrests.  The  property  was 
turned  over  to  the  state  under  Massachu- 
setts drug  forfeiture  laws. 

...  Joins  Bus  Tour  of 
City  Neighborhoods 

While  in  Lowell,  the  Attorney  General  also 
toured  by  bus  the  Lowell  Police 
Department's  six  neighborhood  precincts. 
The  neighborhoods  visited  include 
Centralville,  Belvidere,  Back  Central  Street, 


Lower  Highlands,  and  The  Acre.The 
Belvidere  and  Acre  neighborhoods  have 
sites  involved  in  the  AG's  "Operation  Take 
Back"  project,  a  program  designed  to  turn 
abandoned  buildings  into  housing  that  is 
socially  and  economically  beneficial  to  the 
neighborhood.  Accompanied  by  Police  Su- 
perintendent Edward  Davis  and  dozens  of 
community  activists  and  city  officials  on 
Lowell  Police's  DARE  bus,  Harshbarger 
viewed  examples  of  joint  efforts  by  law  en- 
forcement agencies,  local  officials  and  de- 
termined citizens  to  revitalize  their  com- 
munity, including  three  apartment  build- 
ings where 
forfeiture 
action  is 
pending. 
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...and  Participates  in 
Community  Meeting 

To  close  out  the  day,  AG  Harshbarger  joined 
community  leaders  in  an  informal  meeting 
to  discuss  local  concerns  and  hear  in  detail 
how  various  neighborhood  efforts  have  suc- 
ceeded in  this  city. 

Held  in  the  Mayor's  Reception  Room,  the 
meeting  was  an  informal  roundtable  dis- 
cussion with  police,  city  officials,  commu- 
nity leaders,  school  personnel,  business 
leaders,  young  people  and  residents. 


Lowell  Youth  Forum 
AG  Panelist  for  Non- 
violence  Program 

Attorney  General  Harshbarger  partici- 
pated as  a  panelist  in  the  Lowell  Police 
Department's  Forum:  "A  Youth  Perspec- 
tive: Responding  to  Violence."  Moder- 
ated by  Jay  McQuaide  of  WBZ  radio,  the 
forum  focused  on  providing  young  people 
with  the  skills  they  need  to  resolve 
conflict  without  violence. 

The  Attorney  General  pointed  out  to  the 
approximately  1 00  youths  present  that 
young  people  do  have  the  power  and  the 
responsibility  to  help  prevent  violence. 
He  pointed  to  Lowell's  SCORE  program  as 
one  example  of  proven  success  in  this 
area.  The  Student  Conflict  Resolution 
Experts  program  (SCORE)  teaches  young 
people  how  to  resolve  conflicts  peacefully, 
teaching  them  how  to  talk  things  out 
rather  than  fighting  for  a  solution. 
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National  Domestic  Violence  Hotline 

This  year,  President  Clinton  announced  the  creation  of  a  new, 
nationwide,  24-hour  domestic  violence  hotline.  The  hotline  is 
operated  by  the  Texas  council  on  Family  Violence  through  a  grant 
from  the  Dept.  of  Health  and  Human  Services  authorized  under 
the  Violence  Against  Women  Act. 

The  hotline  provides  immediate  crisis  intervention  assistance  to 
those  in  need.  Callers  can  receive  counseling  and  be  connected 
directly  to  help  in  their  communities,  including  emergency  ser- 
vices and  shelters.  Help  is  available  to  callers  in  English  and 
Spanish  and  to  other  non-English 
speakers,  as  well  as  to  the  hearing  impaired. 


The  number  to  call  for  help  is:  1-800-799-SAFE 

TDD  number  for  the  hearing  impaired  is  1-800-787-3224 


PLEASE  share  this  information  with  others  in 
need  of  domestic  violence  assistance. 
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Boston  Cop  Cards  -  Collect  'em  While  You  Can 

In  June,  the  unveiling  of  the  second  edition  of  Boston  Cop  Cards  hit  the  streets.  The 
newest  edition  includes  the  likenesses  of  Attorney  General  Harshbarger,  Police  Commis- 
sioner Evans,  Fire  Commissioner  Martin  Pierce,  EMT  Superintendent  Richard  Sereno  and 
other  police,  fire  fighters  and  EMTs. 

Cop  Cards,  which  resemble  baseball  cards,  are  meant  to  be  distributed  and  traded  among 
Boston  neighborhood  kids  in  an  effort  to  familiarize  youth  with  the  law  enforcement  and 
safety  officials  in  their  communities.  The  cards  help  to  build  a  sense  of  respect,  admira- 
tion and  friendship  with  the  many  outstanding  police,  firefighters  and  EMTs  working  in 

Boston's  neighborhoods. 

Cop  Cards  are  available  from  police  officers  throughout  the  C-ll  area  and  at  the  C-ll 
station.  Prizes  are  awarded  to  kids  who  collect  them  all  and/or  get  autographs  on  their 
cards.  The  first  edition  went  fast  -  so  get  'em  while  you  can! 


Western  MA 
Domestic  Violence 
Police  Training 

Approximately  140  police  chiefs  and  offic- 
ers from  45  cities,  towns  and  universities 
across  the  state  attended  the  Third  Police 
Training  on  Domestic  Violence.  Held  at 
Holyoke  Community  College  last  spring,  the 
training  was  sponsored  by  the  Attorney 
General's  office  and  District  Attorney's  of- 
fices from  Hampden  County,  Berkshire 
County  and  Franklin/Hampshire  Counties. 

"Domestic  Violence  Enforcement:  Law, 
Practice  and  Theory"  featured  interactive 
panel  discussions  on:  the  impact  of  do- 
mestic violence  on  children,  the  stalking  law 
and  preparing  cases  without  a  victim's  tes- 
timony, an  update  on  legal  developments 
in  law  enforcement,  advocacy  needs  for  vic- 
tims, and  the  impact  of  domestic  violence 
on  elders,  police  officers,  family  and  friends 
of  victims  and  the  community  at  large. 

Over  half  of  the  attendees  completed  evalu- 
ations of  the  training  and  indicated  that 
the  event  was  very  useful  and  informative. 
In  particular,  a  section  on  child  witness  to 
violence  stood  out  as  a  critical  training  seg- 
ment for  officers  in  attendance.  Requested 
was  more  information  on  case  law,  more 
application  of  law  to  facts  and  further  in- 
formation on  violence  in  teen  dating  rela- 
tionships, including  specific  information 
relevant  to  campus  law  enforcement.  A 
special  training  for  campus  officials  is  now 
being  considered . 
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Annual  State  Victim  Rights  Conference 

In  April,  more  than  850  people  attended  the  Commonwealth's  An- 
nual Victim  Rights  Conference  sponsored  by  the  Office  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  the  Massachusetts  Office  for  Victim  Assistance  (MOVA) 
and  the  Massachusetts  Victim  and  Witness  Assistance  Board. 

At  the  conference,  Attorney  General  Harshbarger  called  for  greater 
attention  to  statewide  violence  prevention  efforts  as  the  greatest 
resource  for  preventing  people  from  becoming  victims  of  violent 
crime  in  the  first  place.  He  said  priorities  for  the  coming  year  include  swift  action  on  a 
bill  to  protect  the  counseling  records  of  crime  victims  from  unwarranted  and  unneces- 
sary disclosure,  a  law  to  insure  that  crime  victims  receive  full  restitution  from  their 
attackers,  increased  punishment  for  domestic  violence  attacks  that  result  in  serious  in- 
jury, strengthening  of  witness  intimidation  laws,  greater  support  for  victim  services  at 
the  local,  state  and  federal  levels,  and  keeping  guns  out  the  hands  of  children  and  dan- 
gerous adults. 

This  year's  conference  featured  Marilyn  Van  Derbur,  a  former  Miss  America  and  incest 
survivor  as  the  keynote  speaker.  An  awards  ceremony  and  workshops  on  a  number  of 
victim  rights  issues,  including  the  investigation  and  prosecution  of  child  sexual  abuse, 
safety  issues  for  domestic  violence  victims,  hate  crimes  awareness  and  intervention  and 
prevention  of  teen  dating  violence  among  others,  rounded  out  the  event. 

Co-sponsors  of  the  event  were  Gov.  William  Weld,  Citizens  for  Safety,  Joey  Fournier  Vic- 
tim Services,  Mass.  Citizens  to  Prevent  Handgun  Violence,  Mass.  Coalition  Against  Sexual 
Assault,  MA  Coalition  of  Battered  Women's  Service  Groups,  MA  District  Attorney's  Asso- 
ciation, Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving,  Parents  of  Murdered  Children,  Peace  At  Home, 
People  of  Color  Against  Homicide,  The  Boston  Coalition,  the  ROSE  Foundation  and  Victim 
Witness  Program  directors. 
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Backlog  of  Victim  Aid 
Claims  Erased;  New 

Cases  Resolved  within  Six 
Months 

Attorney  General  Harshbarger  announced 
that  in  March  of  this  year  the  backlog  of 
2,500  victim  compensation  claims  his  of- 
fice inherited  in  I994  had  been  erased. 
With  the  backlog  eradicated,  all  new  cases 
that  come  in  should  be  resolved  within  six 
months.  Hashbarger  credits  this  progress 
in  part  to  the  Victims  of  Violent  Crime  Com- 
pensation Act  which  streamlines  the  com- 
pensation process.  Previous  to  the  Act's 
passage  in  1 994,  claim  applications  had  to 
go  through  the  district  court  system,  a  sys- 
tem which  often  took  years. 

The  Act  moved  the  process  to  the  Attorney 
General's  office  where  advocates  advise 
applicants  as  to  their  rights  and  entitle- 
ments. In  1 995  alone,  more  than  $4  mil- 
lion was  paid  to  1 ,140  crime  victims  under 
the  new  process.  In  the  first  eight  months 
of  fiscal  1996, 1,340  claims  were  approved 
with  an  average  of  $3,381.  On  average  the 
office  handles  approximately  120  claims  per 
month,  the  majority  of  which  are  assault 
cases,  followed  by  murder,  sexual  assault 
and  domestic  violence. 

To  obtain  more  information  or  an  applica- 
tion for  victim  compensation,  please  write 
to: 

^>  Victim  Compensation  and  Assistance 
Office  of  the  Attorney  General 
One  Ashburton  Place,  19th  Fl 
Boston,  MA  02108 

For  information  on  victim  rights  and  ser- 
vices, contact: 


y* 
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Harshbarger  Teams  up  with  Haverhill  Police  in  Major  Drug  Sweep- 
25  Arrested  in  Raid,  5  Others  Charged 


In  May,  State  Police  assigned  to  the  Attorney 
General's  office,  together  with  Haverhill  Police, 
conducted  a  wide-ranging  sweep  throughout  the 
city  of  Haverhill  that  nabbed  25  suspected  drug 
dealers. 

The  citywide  arrests  close-out  a  six-month  un- 
dercover joint  sting  operation,  targeting  suspects 
with  prior  criminal  records  and  focusing  on  resi- 
dential areas  in  Haverhill  plagued  by  heavy  ille- 
gal drug  trafficking  activity.  During  the  investi- 
gation, undercover  police  made  numerous  pur- 
chases of  cocaine  from  each  of  the  suspected  drug 
dealers. 

The  arrests  were  the  second  stage  of  an  opera- 
tion that  earlier  produced  the  arrests  of  five  sus- 


pected mid-to-high  level  drug  suppliers.  Those 
arrested  were  allegedly  the  suppliers  for  many 
of  the  suspects  arrested  in  the  larger  raid.  In 
addition  to  the  arrests  made  under  the  opera- 
tion, police  also  seized  a  total  14  motor  ve- 
hicles, 750  grams  of  cocaine,  and  about 
$48,000  in  cash. 

The  Haverhill  crackdown  is  the  third  such 
sweep  conducted  by  Harshbarger's  "Operation 
Clean  Sweep"  program,  launched  last  year 
when  2 1  alleged  drug  dealers  in  Waltham  were 
arrested  and  seven  others  charged  following  a 
lengthy  undercover  investigation.  A  second 
sweep  took  place  last  November  in  Charlestown 
where  17  suspects  were  arrested  on  similar 
drug  offenses.  Operation  Clean  Sweep  is  At- 


torney General  Harshbarger's  program  de- 
signed to  send  a  message  to  drug  dealers 
that  his  office  is  determined  to  take  back 
the  streets  of  urban  neighborhoods  and 
return  them  to  honest  citizens.  Harsh- 
barger praised  the  police  officers  involved 
in  each  of  the  stings  for  their  outstanding 
performance  as  well  as  their  commitment 
to  partnerships  designed  to  clean  up  crime 
in  our  urban  communities. 
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